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NEVADA STATEWIDE

TOPLINES – JANUARY 31, 2010

Hello.  My name is _______.  I'm calling from _______.  We are conducting a public opinion survey and I would like to ask you some questions.  We are not selling anything, and I will not ask you for a contribution or donation.


May I please speak with ________? [READ NAME FROM LIST.  IF PERSON IS NOT THERE, ASK FOR ANOTHER FAMILY MEMBER.  THE OTHER PERSON’S NAME MUST ALSO BE ON THE LIST.]
male
49
female
51
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault      On November 2nd, 2010, there will be a general election for Governor, U.S. Senate, Congress, and other offices and ballot measures.  How likely would you say you are to vote in this general election — are you almost certain to vote, will you probably vote, are the chances about 50-50, are you probably not going to vote, or are you definitely not going to vote?

almost certain
87
probably
14
50-50
TERMINATE
probably not
 TERMINATE
definitely not
 TERMINATE
dk
 TERMINATE
I’m going to read you a list of people and organizations.  After each, please tell me overall, do you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, neutral, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable impression of          ? [READ NAME FROM LIST BELOW/ROTATE]  If you haven't heard of the person or organization {7}, or if you don't know enough about them to have an impression {6}, just say so and we will move on. [ROTATE]

Very
Swhat
Neutral
Swhat 
Very
No
Nvr


fav 
fav 

unfav
unfav
opin
Hrd
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    The AFL-CIO
11
15
20
9
18
14
14
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    The Chamber of Commerce
20
36
19
7
5
13
1
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    The Nevada gaming industry
25
34
19
7
5
9
0
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Jim Gibbons
8
17
12
17
37
7
1
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Teachers
53
24
7
7
5
4
0
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Rory Reid
12
17
14
9
22
17
10
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Brian Sandoval
10
20
16
6
5
29
16
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    The Nevada mining industry
19
25
15
8
7
23
5
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Mining corporations who do business in Nevada
21
31
18
8
5
14
2
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    Nevada State Education Association
21
23
14
9
15
13
5
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault    
The teachers’ union
28
20
13
10
18
10
1
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Thinking ahead to the 2010 general election for the state legislature, do you plan to vote for the Republican candidate or the Democratic candidate in your district? If you are not sure, you can tell me that, too. [IF DEMOCRAT OR REPUBLICAN, ASK:] Is that definitely or probably?

Republican definitely
22
Republican probably
11
Democrat probably
14
Democrat definitely
21
DEPENDS (VOL.)
20
Not sure
12
[ROTATE Q14 AND Q15]
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault   
If the November 2nd, 2010 general election for Governor were held today and the candidates were: [ROTATE]  


__Brian Sandoval, Republican
__Rory Reid, Democrat


for whom would you vote or are you undecided? [IF CANDIDATE IS NAMED, ASK:] Would you say you support ______ (NAME OF CANDIDATE) strongly or not so strongly? [IF UNDECIDED, ASK:] If you had to vote today, toward whom would you lean?

Sandoval, strongly
29
Sandoval, not strongly
7


Undecided, leans Sandoval
8
Undecided
21
Undecided, leans Reid
9
Reid, not strongly
6

Reid, strongly
20
__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault   
If the November 2nd, 2010 general election for Governor were held today and the candidates were: [ROTATE]  


__Jim Gibbons, Republican

__Rory Reid, Democrat


for whom would you vote or are you undecided? [IF CANDIDATE IS NAMED, ASK:] Would you say you support ______ (NAME OF CANDIDATE) strongly or not so strongly? [IF UNDECIDED, ASK:] If you had to vote today, toward whom would you lean?

Gibbons, strongly
22
Gibbons, not strongly
6


Undecided, leans Gibbons
5
Undecided
19
Undecided, leans Reid
12
Reid, not strongly
7

Reid, strongly
30
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault   
I am going to read you language for a possible constitutional amendment that may be on the ballot in November 2010 that reads as follows:  The Nevada constitution limits the state’s ability to tax mining to the net proceeds of mining production.  The purpose of this initiative is to amend the Nevada Constitution to allow for taxation of the gross proceeds rather than net proceeds of mineral production at a rate not less than five percent.  
If the election were held today, would you vote “yes” or “no” on this constitutional amendment?  [IF “YES” OR “NO,” ASK:]  Is that _____ [YES/NO] strongly or not so strongly?

Yes, strongly
30

Yes, not strongly  
14
No, not strongly  
9
No, strongly  
20
DK/Undecided/NA
27
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Now I'm going to read you the names of some public officials.  After I read each name, please tell me if you think that officeholder is doing an excellent job, a good job, only a fair job, or a poor job.  If you aren't sure how good a job that person or organization is doing, just say so.  [ROTATE]  





Excl
Good
Only fair
 Poor


job
job
job
job
DK
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Governor Jim Gibbons
3
17
28
47
5
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Senator Harry Reid
11
23
19
44
4
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   President Barack Obama
16
28
19
35
3
I’m going to read you a list of organizations and groups.  In light of the economic fiscal crisis in Nevada, please tell me whether you think they currently pay more than their fair share in Nevada taxes, about the right amount, or less than their fair share in Nevada taxes.  If you aren’t sure, you can tell me that, too.  [ROTATE]


More than
Right
Less than
Not 


fair share
amount
fair share
sure
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Big corporations
7
24
47
23
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Out of state corporations
3
22
33
42
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   The Nevada mining industry
7
24
29
40
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Mining corporations who do business in Nevada
8
24
32
36
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Middle class families
58
32
3
7
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Small businesses
45
36
4
15
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   The Nevada gaming industry
10
32
42
16
 [ROTATE SECTION BLOCKS I AND II]
__I.  I’m going to read you some changes that Governor Gibbons and the Republicans have proposed to the education system. After I read each one, please tell me whether you favor or oppose cutting that particular part of the education budget.  If you are not sure, you can tell me that, too. [IF “FAVOR” OR “OPPOSE,” ASK:] Is that ____ [FAVOR/OPPOSE] strongly or not so strongly?  [ROTATE]

Favor
Favor
Oppose
Oppose



strngly
not strngly
not strngly
strngly
DK
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Cut funding dedicated to reducing class sizes in schools across the state
10
11
18
52
8
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Eliminate the funding requirement for full-day Kindergarten
14
16
18
45
7
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Eliminate the elected State Board of Education and instead establish a five-member advisory State Board of Education consisting of three members appointed by the Governor and one each appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly and the Majority Leader of the Senate.  Criteria would be established to make sure that they have relevant experience to serve on the board.
17
16
11
33
23
[ROTATE ONTO NEXT PAGE]


Favor
Favor
Oppose
Oppose



strngly
not strngly
not strngly
strngly
DK
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Provide vouchers or tax credits to families who send their children to private or religious school
28
16
14
35
7
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Reduce salaries for teachers by four percent.
7
6
14
69
3
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Reduce salaries for teachers by ten percent.
8
6
12
71
3
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Repeal the current law stating that teachers cannot be evaluated based on student test scores
22
14
16
39
10
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Eliminate collective bargaining to make it easier to reduce salaries and benefits for teachers and education support professionals
12
8
12
60
8
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Cut nearly three hundred million dollars from Nevada’s K through 12 education budget
6
7
13
68
6
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Cut nearly three hundred million dollars from Nevada’s K through 12 education budget.  Over $178 million dollars was cut from K through 12 education in the last budget
6
6
7
75
6
__II.  I’m going to read you some proposals that have been made to protect Nevada’s public schools from the projected $300 million in cuts. After I read each one, please tell me whether you favor or oppose that proposal.  If you are not sure, you can tell me that, too. [IF “FAVOR” OR “OPPOSE,” ASK:] Is that ____ [FAVOR/OPPOSE] strongly or not so strongly?  [ROTATE]

Favor
Favor
Oppose
Oppose



strngly
not strngly
not strngly
strngly
DK
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Require all corporations doing business in Nevada to pay taxes on their gross earnings in the state.
46
18
9
16
11
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the gross gaming tax from 6.75% to more closely match other gaming taxes worldwide
51
19
8
15
8
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Expand Nevada’s sales tax to include all services 
18
15
15
43
9
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Impose a five percent tax rate on businesses’ net profits
16
17
18
35
14
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Eliminate some state tax deductions that are available only to mining corporations, such as deductions for marketing, materials and equipment 
32
21
10
21
16
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Require Nevada mining companies to begin to pay sales tax to support public schools
47
21
6
13
13
[ROTATE ONTO NEXT PAGE]


Favor
Favor
Oppose
Oppose



strngly
not strngly
not strngly
strngly
DK
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Require Nevada mining companies to begin to pay sales tax to support public schools at a rate of 2.6%
44
25
6
13
11
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the slot machine tax
39
16
11
22
13
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the slot machine tax from $250 per machine annually to $500 per machine. Eighty percent of the money raised would be dedicated to education
44
19
11
17
9
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Double the business license fee from $200 dollars to $400
16
9
18
53
4
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the business license fee 
12
17
23
38
10
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the cost to incorporate a company, based on a sliding scale according to the size of the company.
32
28
13
19
9
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Increase the cost to incorporate a company, based on a sliding scale according to the size of the company. The smallest company would pay a $150 dollar fee rather than $75 dollars, and larger companies with assets of over one million dollars would pay a maximum of $70 thousand dollars
33
21
13
20
12

SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Require Nevada mining companies to pay taxes on their gross earnings from mining operations in the state, rather than on their net earnings as they do now
37
19
7
24
13
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Require Nevada mining companies to pay a five percent tax on the gross proceeds earned from mining operations in the state 
38
19
14
18
11
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Place a temporary hold on any new state corporate tax breaks
36
24
8
19
12
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Eliminate tax breaks for developers that come from funds earmarked and dedicated to local school districts
36
22
8
19
14
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault   Track the money the state spends each year on corporate tax breaks and give citizens a full accounting of where that money goes.
71
15
2
7
5

[ROTATE ONTO NEXT PAGE]


Favor
Favor
Oppose
Oppose



strngly
not strngly
not strngly
strngly
DK
SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM  LegalDefault   Track the money the state spends each year on corporate tax breaks and give citizens a full accounting of where that money goes. Eliminate tax breaks that don’t create jobs
63
20
5
8
5
[END BLOCK ROTATION]

 LISTNUM  LegalDefault   
There is a proposal to require corporations that receive tax credits from cities or the state to hire a certain percentage of employees above the median income level and provide employees healthcare coverage in order to receive the tax credit.  If a corporation who receives the tax credit does not meet these requirements within 5 years, the state or the city has the ability to recover the amount of the tax credit for non-performance. 

Do you favor or oppose this proposal?  [IF “FAVOR” OR “OPPOSE,” ASK:]  Is that _____ [FAVOR/OPPOSE] strongly or not so strongly?

Favor, strongly
46

Favor, not strongly  
17
Oppose, not strongly  
6
Oppose, strongly  
15
DK/Undecided/NA
16
I’m going to read you some pairs of statements and I’d like you to tell me whether you agree more with the first statement or more with the second statement, even if neither is exactly right.  [IF AGREE WITH FIRST OR SECOND STATEMENT, ASK:]  Do you agree with the ____ [STATEMENT A/B] much more or only somewhat more?  BOTH [VOL]; NEITHER [VOL]; DK/NA [VOL]

[ROTATE]


Stmt A
Stmt A
Stmt B
Stmt B
Both
Neither
DK/NA


Much
Smwt
Smwt
Much
SPLIT SAMPLE A 
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   [STATEMENT A]  Some people say that while taxes keep going up for all of us, mining companies reap huge profits in Nevada off of our land using loopholes in the law written between 20 and 100 years ago to avoid paying taxes. They pay a tax rate that is less than one percent while the tax rate for the average Nevada family is eight percent.  These corporations need to step up, to take the burden off of struggling middle class families. 

[STATEMENT B]  Other people say that the mining industry plays a vital role in Nevada’s economy. While it might be easy to single out mining companies as a target, the issue is a lot more complicated than it seems. It is not fair to single out one industry and make them pay for something that benefits all of us, like good schools. Besides, mining is the economic life blood to many rural communities.
38
15
9
20
3
5
10
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   [STATEMENT A] Some people say that, despite having gross receipts of over $5 billion dollars in Nevada alone, gold mining operations in the state pay a tax rate that is less than one percent.  Something is wrong with the system when large mining corporations are allowed to damage our state and reap billions every year from extracting a non-renewable resource, yet give so little back to the people in taxes.  It’s time for them to pay their fair share. 

 [STATEMENT B]  Other people say that the mining industry plays a vital role in Nevada’s economy. While it might be easy to single out mining companies as a target, the issue is a lot more complicated than it seems. It is not fair to single out one industry and make them pay for something that benefits all of us, like good schools. Besides, mining is the economic life blood to many rural communities.  
28
19
13
18
7
5
10
Now I am going to list several reasons people have given us to support proposals to increase taxes on corporations in order to prevent cuts to education.  After each, please tell me whether you personally think it is a very convincing reason, somewhat convincing, not too convincing, or not at all convincing as a reason to support these proposals.  If you are not sure about a particular item, please say so and we’ll move on. [ROTATE]



very
s.what
not too
not

conv
conv
conv
 at all
DK
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   With the U.S. falling behind other countries like India and China in the number of students earning science and engineering degrees, it’s important that we ensure that our high school students graduate ready for college or a good-paying job, so they can compete in the worldwide economy
47
32
10
9
3

SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1    Governor Gibbons’ and the Republicans’ approach to solving the budget crisis by cutting funding for education is short-sighted, because it hurts our ability to create and keep good jobs in the state.  Giving up on our children is wrong and irresponsible, and it would devastate our economy in the long-term.  
41
29
13
13
4

SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   How we respond to this economic crisis is a test of who we are as a people.  Asking big corporations to pay a little more, in order to help preserve funding for education and the services needed most by those hit hardest by the economic crisis, is the right thing to do
42
29
15
11
4
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1    Leading economic experts agree that early childhood education, including kindergarten, has the highest return of any public investment, yet it is currently on the chopping block.  Funding all-day kindergarten is the responsible thing to do
39
28
14
16
4

SPLIT SAMPLE B

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1    Parents, teachers and students all agree that smaller class sizes result in a better learning environment and higher test scores
53
23
10
13
2

[ROTATE ONTO NEXT PAGE]



very
s.what
not too
not

conv
conv
conv
 at all
DK
SPLIT SAMPLE A

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Corporations and their high paid corporate lobbyists will try to make this issue complicated, but it is really quite simple. To get out of this recession, we need to change our priorities, close the ridiculous loopholes that only benefit corporations yet don’t create jobs, and invest in Nevada’s future by ensuring adequate funding for education.
39
34
15
10
2
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Governor Gibbons and Nevada Republicans refuse to close loopholes that waste millions of taxpayer dollars on giveaways to mining corporations that no other industry gets.  For example, mining corporations can deduct marketing costs, materials and supplies from what they pay in taxes.  That’s just not fair
43
25
10
14
8

SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   The numbers are troubling.  Nevada ranks second to last in school spending and received a D grade by Education Week magazine for school quality.  This should be an embarrassment.
55
22
11
10
2
SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   The numbers are troubling.  Nevada ranks second to last in school spending and received a D grade by Education Week magazine for school quality.  This is an embarrassment. Every other Western state but Idaho spends more on education than we do. 
55
23
8
10
4
SPLIT SAMPLE A
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Over $178 million dollars has already been cut from K through 12 education in Nevada, including tens of millions to purchase needed textbooks and classroom supplies.  It’s time to reinvest in our future
53
23
9
12
3

SPLIT SAMPLE B
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Governor Gibbons just doesn’t get it.  He recently said quote “It is time to stop whining that education in Nevada doesn’t work because of lack of funding,” after already cutting nearly two hundred million dollars from the education budget and proposing to cut $300 million dollars more. Republicans think we can continue to cut school budgets and still educate our kids for jobs of the future.  
41
25
12
17
5
I’m going to read you a list of words and phrases that people use to describe proposals to increase taxes on corporations in order to prevent cuts to education.  For each word or phrase, please tell me whether you think it describes proposals to tax corporations to fund education very well, pretty well, not too well, or not well at all. If you don’t know how well a word or phrase describes these proposals just say so and we’ll go on. [ROTATE]

Very
S.what
Not too
Not well
Not


Well 
Well
Well
at all
Sure
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  The right thing to do
31
30
14
17
7

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Necessary
40
29
13
13
5
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Part of a comprehensive approach to our budget deficit
27
35
15
14
10
[ROTATE ONTO NEXT PAGE]


Very
S.what
Not too
Not well
Not


Well 
Well
Well
at all
Sure
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Will make sure our students are competitive in the worldwide economy 
39
29
12
13
7

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Ensures that the legacy we leave our children and grandchildren is something that we can be proud of 
40
27
14
14
6

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Necessary to fund vital services at a time when we need them most
41
29
12
12
7

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Finally makes corporations pay their fair share
43
23
12
16
6

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  A good way to send a message that you’re sick of corporate greed
43
19
14
18
6

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Fair
34
30
13
15
8

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  A good way to protect those who have been hit hardest by the economic crisis—seniors, children, and the unemployed
38
27
12
15
9

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Will hurt small businesses
20
26
22
19
14
__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Will lead to more wasteful government spending
22
26
18
24
11

__ LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Come at the wrong time
22
19
21
26
13

Thank you.  The few remaining questions are for classification purposes only.
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or something else? [IF REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT, ASK:] Do you consider yourself a strong (Republican/Democrat) or a not so strong (Republican/Democrat)? [IF INDEPENDENT, ASK:] Would you say that you lean more toward the Republicans or more toward the Democrats?

strong Republican
21

35
not so strong Republican
7
indep. leans Republican
7
independent
21
indep. leans Democrat
7
not so strong Democrat
9
strong Democrat
24

40
DK/NA/Other
4

 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   What is your age?  [CODE ACTUAL AGE.  REFUSED= 99]   

18-29
11
30-39
14
40-49
14
50-59
17
60-69
21
70+
23
DK/NA
0
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   What was the last level of schooling you completed?

High school graduate, or less
22
Some college
30
College graduate
32
Post-graduate
16
DK/NA
1
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  Do you come from an Hispanic, Latino or a Spanish-speaking background?

Yes
12

No
88

DK/NA/REF
1
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1  What is your race?

White
76


Hispanic
12

Black
6

Native American
1

Asian/Pacific Islander
2

Other
2

DK/NA/REF
2
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Do you or does any member of your household belong to a labor union?

Yes
14
No
85
DK/NA
2

 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   How often do you attend church or religious services – at least once every week, once or twice a month, several times a year, hardly ever, or never?


Every week
26

Once or twice a month
13

Several times a year
13

Hardly ever
21

Never
24

Don’t know
3
 LISTNUM LegalDefault \l 1   Do you have cable TV, satellite or direct broadcast TV, or regular broadcast TV in your home?


Cable
61


Satellite or direct broadcast
29


Regular broadcast only
5


NONE/NO TV [VOL]
4


DK/REFUSED [VOL]
1

That completes our public opinion survey.  Thank you very much for your time and cooperation, and have a pleasant (day/evening).
