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Madam Speaker, esteemed colleagues, honored guests, and friends:  Thank you for the opportunity and the privilege to make a few comments before we get down to the people’s business. 
 
Accomplishing that business in 120 days will not be an easy task. Our state and national economies are in crisis.  Nevada’s tourist-based revenue structure is unable to keep up with the state’s basic needs.  We have made severe cuts to our state. Now, additional deep cuts have been proposed which would risk the public’s health and safety.  
 
I could offer up the usual list of clichés as we begin our work.  I could tell you that Nevada is at a crossroads and it’s time for everyone to come to the table But Madam Speaker and my colleagues, every time we use those clichés, we distance ourselves from real people and the very real problems they face.  
 
Last week during our budget hearings, a struggling father and two of his children, one in a wheelchair, shared their story of how budget cuts were making it impossible for the children to get health care under the state’s Medicaid program – physicians are no longer willing or able to take new patients because of the state’s appallingly low reimbursement rate. 
 
When the family was leaving the hearing room, one of the children turned to smile and say goodbye.  
 
She may not have understood the gravity of the discussion, but we did.     
 
We have an obligation to her, and so many others like her.  
 
We have an obligation to our teachers and the children in their classrooms.  We have an obligation to our college students, our state employees, and our seniors.  
 
And yes, we have an obligation to the businesses, large or small, that employ our citizens, and to everyone who pays taxes when making a purchase, registering a car, or buying a home.  We’re not forgetting them or the difficult times in which our taxpayers find themselves -- because the most important obligation we have, that any policymaker has, is to consider how our decisions affect others.  
 
I believe, Madam Speaker, that we have reasonable people in this state, not just in these chambers but also in our businesses and communities.  They understand that we cannot allow political dogma and tired clichés to dictate Nevada’s course. 
 
That doesn’t mean we will always agree about the solutions to our problems. But we cannot let the objections of a few keep us from making the tough decisions that are expected of us. Everyone has to compromise, and be willing to give a little.   That’s the price of living in a democracy. 
 
We know it will not be easy.  In addition to the immediate problem of crafting a budget that, at a minimum, reinstates basic public service needs, we need measures to spur economic recovery, create jobs, and stabilize our neighborhoods. 
 
And if Congress does provide us with much needed revenue to restore the worst of the budget reductions, we can’t afford to then wipe our brows in relief and say, “The budget’s balanced and we can go home.”
 
If we do that, if we make no provision for the future and instead rely on the economic stimulus to bail us out, we’ll be back here again in the next legislature, maybe even in special session, addressing the same problem and offering up the same old clichés about tough questions and tough decisions.  
 
Yes, the decisions are tough.  So, let’s make them, and be done with it. 
 
If we listen to one another, if we accept that we may not get everything exactly as we want, if we maintain civility even when we disagree, we can do the job.  It’s what we were elected to do. It is our obligation to Nevada.
 
Thank you. 
 
