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MEDIA ADVISORY:  Statewide Fatalities down Nearly 15%
The Nevada Department of Public Safety / Office of Traffic Safety has released its final Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS) report for 2008.  This report shows that Statewide, Nevada drivers reduced their fatal crashes from 341 in 2007 to 300 in 2008.  The reduction in fatal traffic crashes resulted in 53 less lives being lost on Nevada roadways in 2008.



              2008

2007

% CHANGE
Fatal Crashes

Nevada                             300                  341              -12.0%

Clark County                    190                  230              -17.4%

Fatalities
Nevada                             320                  373             - 14.2%

Clark County                    198                  248             - 20.2%        
Pedestrian Fatalities
Nevada                             54                    55               - 1.8%

Clark County                     45                    44              + 2.8%

Motorcyclists
Nevada                             57                    51               +11.8%
Clark County                     35                    41               -14.6%

Unrestrained Fatalities
Nevada                             35%                  48%            -13%
Though analysis data has not been finalized for Alcohol related crashes in 2008, it is estimated that a nearly 20% reduction will be realized.   

The Nevada Office of Traffic Safety would like to acknowledge the many entities responsible for the incredible reduction in traffic related fatalities from 431 in 2006 to 320 2008.  Through the Joining Forces grant program, 24 partnering agencies received overtime grant money throughout Nevada to conduct highly visible enforcement for those violations known to cause crashes.   Targeted enforcement waves included Dui saturation patrols and checkpoints, Click it or Ticket seatbelt patrols, as well as pedestrian and speed reduction events.  
There are several factors that contribute to such a reduction in traffic related fatalities.  The Joining Forces partners implemented many of the ideas that were brought forth by NDOT’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan.  The media has done an incredible job of supporting the many enforcement activities done by the Joining Forces partners.  An amazing job was done to get those life saving operations into every household in the State of Nevada.  

Without citizens and motorists getting those messages and more importantly understanding and accepting them, the incredible results would not have been attained.  Thank you for your passion and dedication.  

