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December 11, 2008

The Honorable Jim Gibbons

Governor

101 N. Carson Street

Carson City, NV  89701

Dear Governor Gibbons:


Prior to the 25th Special Session of the Nevada Legislature, your office requested  the Nevada Commission on Tourism (NCOT) to produce approximately $3.3 million in budget cuts for the remainder of the current fiscal year in order to provide critical additional revenue to the state’s General Fund .  While these cuts will greatly affect important NCOT activities, the NCOT commissioners and staff understand that our state is facing a severe financial crisis and must do its part to assist in balancing the state’s budget.  During the past week, our offices’ exchanged letters regarding the status of NCOT’s efforts in selecting qualified candidates for the vacant Executive Director position, and that NCOT wished to defer this selection process until the results of the Special Legislative Session were clear.  Unfortunately, there remains some confusion as to your position.

While the current fiscal year’s budget preserves funding for the NCOT Executive Director position from January through June of 2009, you remain on the post-session public record as being a proponent of folding the operations and staff of NCOT into the Nevada Commission on Economic Development (NCED), presumably under the guidance of one Executive Director.  NCOT must therefore anticipate that this significant reorganization will be reflected in your proposed biennial budget to be submitted to the Legislature early next year, and that it would include the elimination of the NCOT Executive Director position. If this is indeed your intention, then it would be inappropriate and problematic to proceed in a selection process for a position that would expire in 6 months.  If this is not the case, then NCOT will proceed swiftly to identify three qualified candidates for your review and final selection.

I would appreciate your clarification of this critical matter. 

Best regards,

[image: image2.emf]







Brian K. Krolicki

Lieutenant Governor

Chairman, Nevada Commission on Tourism

cc:
Andrew Clinger, Director, Department of Administration


Ferenc Szony, Vice-Chair


Eric Bello, Commissioner


Lorraine Hunt-Bono, Commissioner


Chuck Bowling, Commissioner


Cindy Carano, Commissioner


Blaise Carrig, Commissioner


Bruce Dewing, Commissioner


Ellen Oppenheim, Commissioner


Rossi Ralenkotter, Commissioner


Ryan Sheltra, Commissioner



















