OVERVIEW of PROBLEM GAMBLING SERVICES
Background Information

The Revolving Account to Support Programs for the Prevention and Treatment of Problem Gambling was created by Senate Bill 357 of the 2005 Legislative Session and codified in NRS 458A.  The account is funded through slot machine fees that would otherwise go to the state general fund.  Under current statute, this funding mechanism will sunset June 30, 2007.  The Advisory Committee on Problem Gambling (ACPG) provides review and recommendations related to solicitation of applications and awarding of grants.

Distribution of Funds and Accountability
Prior to development of the Requests for Applications, the ACPG recommended a solicitation of letters of interest to determine capacity for problem gambling service provision. Based on funding requests from this preliminary solicitation, areas of service were represented as follows: Treatment $2,144,133 (56%); Prevention $561,500 (15%); Training/ Workforce Development $590,833 (16%); Research $268,333 (7%); and Combined Funding $250,000 (6%).

In FY06, almost $2.5 million was awarded through competitive applications for expenditure in FY06 and FY07 as follows:

Treatment (9 grantees)





$1,430,000 

Prevention/Education/Awareness (5 grantees)


$   383,757
  

Research/Evaluation (3 grantees)




$   295,799

Workforce Development (5 grantees)




$   232,925






SUBTOTAL

$2,342,481

Data Development (1 contractor)




$     45,000

Technical Assistance for prevention (1 contractor)


$     50,000






SUBTOTAL

 $    95,000

In FY07, an additional $24,031 was awarded to expand evaluation to standardize follow-up surveys with all clients who completed treatment for problem gambling with one of the state-funded treatment service providers.

TOTAL

$2,461,512
Most of the treatment grants were implemented in FY06, but the majority of the prevention, education, and evaluation grants began in FY07.  Data development was contracted to support all treatment grantees in collecting standard and accurate data through a centralized system.  The contract for technical assistance was awarded to support prevention/education/awareness grantees in developing appropriate and consistent messaging, in coordination with a Subcommittee providing oversight.  Approximately $38,000 of the balance of funds remaining is available to the Subcommittee for additional prevention-related materials or activities.

All grantees and contractors must submit regular progress and financial reports to the Grants Management Unit, Department of Health and Human Services.  Summary reports are provided to the ACPG at their meetings.  The meetings are held in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law; all materials are available to the public and public comment is included on all agendas.  Meeting materials are also available online at http://dhhs.nv.gov/grants/grants-ACPG-meetings.htm.  A full report is due to the Legislative Counsel Bureau by January 31st of each year the program is operating.  

SFY06 Statewide Activities 
· Established Advisory Committee on Problem Gambling.

· Developed bylaws and administrative regulations.

· Held public hearings and conducted survey of treatment providers.

· Developed and published requests for application.

· Reviewed and provided technical assistance for 28 applications; awarded 22 grants and 2 contracts.
· Established standard data collection protocol, and began monthly data reporting, for all problem gambling treatment grantees through contract with UNLV School of Public Health.

· Established Subcommittee for Problem Gambling Prevention with technical assistance through independent contractor.
SFY07 Statewide Activities
· The Prevention Subcommittee finalized strategies for prevention/education/awareness to ensure consistent and appropriate messaging.

· Advisory Committee reviewed reports from data collection protocol and recommended changes; data collection tool and report were revised where possible.
· A bill draft request was submitted to extend the funding for the Revolving Account to support continued programming for the prevention and treatment of problem gambling.  

· Testimony will be provided during the legislative session to document the positive impact and the importance of this programming to Nevada’s citizens.
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