Report of Test Security Activity for Nevada Public Schools
School Year 2008-2009
The Department establishes test security and administration protocol for the purpose of upholding the integrity of state-mandated assessments. During the 2008-2009 school year, approximately 300,000 students participated in multiple assessments that were administered in grades 3 through 8, 10 through 12, and in adult programs. Norm-Referenced Testing (NRT) was temporarily suspended for the biennium, and contributed to a decrease in the total number of tests administered over last year, from 600,000 to approximately 520,000 separate tests administered in more than 600 locations. Although the number of tests administered remains significant, a total of 134 reported testing irregularities resulted from the activity. 

Based on a review of reported testing irregularities, the following conclusions may be drawn:

· Incidents reported as testing irregularities cover a broad array of occurrences and varying degrees of severity (see summary table, page 5).
· Since the 2007-2008 school year, the number of reported testing irregularities has increased slightly by 7%. The total number of reported incidents for 2008-2009 was 134, compared to 125 incidents for 2007-2008, and 130 incidents for 2006-2007. 
· The largest percentage of reported irregularities for 2008-2009 involved student cheating, accounting for 43% of all cases (58 of 134 reported incidents), and improper test administration, accounting for 28% of reported cases (38 of 134 reported incidents). The percentages relative to incident type are similar to those reported for 2007-2008.
· Of the 134 reported irregularities, 63 occurred during the administration of Nevada’s largest assessment, the Criterion-Referenced Tests (CRT) in Reading, Math, and Science, accounting for 47% of all reported cases. Over 200,000 students participated in the reading and math CRTs in grades 3 through 8, and over 66,000 of those students also participated in the science assessment. The number of occurrences has almost doubled since last year, up from 32 cases. Over half of the incidents involved improper test administration.
· The High School Proficiency Examinations (HSPE) in Reading, Mathematics, and Science experienced a decrease in irregularities over last year, and the majority of the occurrences involved student cheating or misconduct. This year, 39 incidents were reported, compared to 42 during 2007-2008. Additionally, the HSPE in Science became a requirement for eleventh-grade students for the first time, increasing HSPE participation by nearly 10,000 students.
· Testing irregularity activity for the High School Proficiency Examination in Writing was comparable to last year. A total of 18 incidents were reported, compared to 17 in 2007-2008. The majority of the incidents were a result of student cheating or misconduct.

· The Fifth and Eighth Grade Writing Assessments incurred 13 incidents, compared to 11 last year. 
· Among the reported irregularities, 74 cases (55%) resulted from teacher error or action, or from improper procedures at the school level. The remaining 60 cases (45%) were caused by events outside of the control of the testing environment. See page 4 for a more detailed comparison and narrative.
· Invalidation of scores occurred in 76 cases (57%). Of those 76 cases, 56 were the result of student cheating or misconduct, accounting for 74% of all invalidations. The remaining 20 cases resulting in invalid scores involved improper test administration or a combination of school and/or teacher error. 
· Of the 38 cases involving improper test administration, 25 cases impacted special-needs populations. The majority of incidents occurred during the CRT administration.
See Attachment A for a complete case-by-case summary of occurrences.

In order to decrease the number of occurrences of testing irregularities, the Department has implemented the following:

· The Department’s annual program of training will have a heavy emphasis regarding proper administration of the CRT.
· Training and related publications will continue to have a strong focus on procedures for providing testing accommodations. 

· Testing accommodation forms have been revised for better clarity.

· As part of its compliance agreement with the federal government under No Child Left Behind, the Department is currently formulating an action plan to ensure district and school accountability relating to accommodations. The plan will include a system of school-level monitoring. 
· New answer documents are being designed to include fields for tracking the most widely-used testing accommodations.
· The Nevada Alternate Assessment will have stringent security procedures in place for the coming school year. Although this assessment affects less than 1% of all students, a heightened awareness of security protocol is likely to occur.
Additional Examinations Administered Pursuant to NRS 389.632
There were no additional examinations administered during the 2008-2009 school year.

Unresolved Cases for 2007-2008 
At the time of the report, two cases from the 2007-2008 school year required the submission of a corrective action plan to the Department, and eight cases were unresolved, pending additional information. All cases have been resolved.
Unresolved Cases for 2008-2009
To date, four cases from the 2008-2009 school year require the submission of corrective action plans to the Department before the conclusion of the 2009-2010 school year, and two cases require additional information and/or further review. Those cases may result in corrective actions administered by the Department.
Comparison of Testing Irregularities

The following table and narrative provide a comparison between testing irregularities that occurred due to improper procedures at the school level and incidents that resulted form circumstances beyond the control of the school or teacher. The outcomes are distinguished as invalidation of scores, corrective action, both invalidation of scores and corrective action, and no action taken. 
Table 1—Comparison of Cause and Response, School Year 2008-2009
	Cause 

and

Response
	Invalidated Scores

(INV)

Only 
	Corrective Action

(C/A)

Only
	Both

INV 
& C/A
	No Action

Taken
	Totals

	Occurrences Resulting from School or Teacher Error or Action
	18
	3
	1
	52
	74

	Occurrences Beyond the Control of the School or Teacher
	57
	
	
	3
	60

	Totals
	75
	3
	1
	55
	134


Incidents involving improper test administration or unauthorized disclosure of test content resulted in invalidations and/or corrective action, and are categorized in the table above as “School or Teacher Error or Action.” Invalidations occurred when students received inappropriate assistance and the integrity of their scores was compromised. Corrective actions were in response to occurrences such as lost test materials or habitual errors and required the submission of documentation to the Department for review and/or on-site evaluation of procedures. Of the 74 cases in this category (55% of total cases), 52 resulted in no action from the Department because schools demonstrated an appropriate response or plan of action and no potential compromise of scores occurred.
“Beyond the Control of the School or Teacher” cases for 2008-2009 resulted from student cheating or misconduct (provided students were not enabled) and school evacuation situations. All 57 invalidations in this category were cases that involved student cheating or misconduct. Additionally, there were 3 cases that required school evacuation, therefore interrupting the testing process and causing secure materials to remain unattended for a brief time. For the 60 cases in this category (45% of total cases), schools demonstrated appropriate procedures when handling an emergency situation or prohibited activity. All materials were accounted for following school evacuations.
The following table provides a comparison of the testing programs to incident type. See Attachment A for a complete case-by-case description of occurrences.
Table 2—Summary of Testing Irregularity Cases, School Year 2008-2009
	Testing Irregularity
	CRT

3 – 8
	Writing 5
	Writing 8
	HSPE Writing

11, 12, Ad
	HSPE Reading, Math, Science 

10, 11, 12, Ad
	Alternate
	Totals

	Improper Test Administration
	34
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	38

	Student Cheating or Misconduct
	12
	3
	2
	13
	28
	
	58

	Testing Ineligible Students
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	Improper Storage or Distribution of Materials
	6
	
	
	1
	5
	
	12

	Missing Test Materials
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	
	3

	Multiple Answer Documents
	1
	
	4
	
	
	
	5

	Late Return of Test Materials
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	
	3

	Students Unsupervised with Test Materials
	2
	
	
	
	1
	
	3

	Multiple Irregularities
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Unauthorized Disclosure of Test Content
	3
	
	
	1
	1
	
	5

	Failure To Administer Tests or Subtests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Misc. (e.g., Fire Alarms)
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	
	3

	Totals
	63
	6
	7
	18
	39
	1
	134


Summary and Considerations
The number of reported testing irregularities has experienced slight fluctuations over the past three years. This year’s activity saw a 7% increase from the number of irregularities reported for last year.            
With the addition of the HSPE in Science at grade 11, the number of students participating in the State examinations required for graduation has increased. Despite the increase in the number of students taking the HSPE, irregularities for that assessment have decreased.  Irregularities during the CRT administration, however, have increased.

Procedures at the school level continue to improve, and test administrators are monitoring student activity closely. Earlier issues such as testing students more than once, testing ineligible students, leaving students unsupervised while testing, late return of test materials, and missing materials have become less problematic. 
The Department’s program of training will have a strong emphasis on procedures for administering the CRT and for testing students entitled to accommodations. Security procedures for the Nevada Alternate Assessment will also be in place for the coming school year.
A monitoring system for accommodations will be in place to ensure that special-needs students are receiving the accommodations that are appropriate for them and that accommodations are provided correctly for State-mandated testing.
An alternative to the HSPE in Science will be effective in 2009-2010, allowing students who meet the eligibility requirements to submit work from senior projects or class assignments. New challenges in test security may arise accordingly.
The Department will continue to be proactive and provide comprehensive test administration and security training to district and school personnel. We are therefore hopeful that the 2009-2010 school year will experience a decrease in the number of testing irregularities.
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